e will miss an important opportunity if the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, at the end of this month concentrates on conventional economic development. Material advancement, freer trade, and expanded markets are legitimate immediate goals, as is poverty reduction. Indeed, the former should enhance the latter. But these will count for little unless we sustain Earth's life support systems. Real sustainability, spanning distant future generations, requires societies that maintain social cohesion, human well-being, and population health; and that, in turn, requires some hard decisions about our stewardship of the biosphere.
